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~ 1 Under the assumption, that the vertical stress (Sy) is a
principal stress, the orientation of the 3D stress tensor is
defined by the orientation oft the maximum horizontal
stress (SHmax) only. The minimum horizontal stress (Shmin)
is perpendicular to Symax. The orientation of Symay is
illustrated by lines with different length in the map. The
length of each line is a measure for the quality of the data,
the symbol specifies the method and the colour indicates

the stress regime. Data with the lowest quality (E) are
illustrated without any further information as a point. Used
stress data are part of the World Stress Map (WSM) data-
base release 2016 and freely available. Further information
about the data, criteria, data analysis and quality ranking
be located on the WSM webpage: www.world-stress-
map.org.
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