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Introduction
The World Stress Map (WSM) project provides a global 
compilation of information on the present day crustal stress 
field. It is a collaborative project between academia and 
industry that aims to characterize the stress pattern and to 
�X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�W�U�H�V�V���V�R�X�U�F�H�V�����,�W���F�R�P�P�H�Q�F�H�G���L�Q�������������D�V���D��
project of the International Lithosphere Program under the 
�O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���R�I���0�D�U�\���/�R�X���=�R�E�D�F�N�����)�U�R�P�����������������������L�W���Z�D�V���D��
project of the Heidelberg Academy of Sciences and 
Humanities headed first by Karl Fuchs and then by 
�)�U�L�H�G�H�P�D�Q�Q�� �:�H�Q�]�H�O���� �6�L�Q�F�H�� ���������� �W�K�H�� �:�6�0�� �L�V�� �P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G��
at the GFZ German Research Centre for Geosciences and 
�V�L�Q�F�H�������������W�K�H���:�6�0���L�V���D���P�H�P�E�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���,�&�6�8���:�R�U�O�G���'�D�W�D��
System. All stress information is analysed and compiled 
in a standardized format and quality-ranked for reliability 
and comparability on a global scale. 

The stress map of the Mediterranean and Central 
�(�X�U�R�S�H�������������G�L�V�S�O�D�\�V�������������$���&���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���G�D�W�D���U�H�F�R�U�G�V��
�R�I�� �W�K�H�� �:�6�0�� �G�D�W�D�E�D�V�H�� �U�H�O�H�D�V�H�� ���������� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �X�S�S�H�U��
������ �N�P�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �F�U�X�V�W����Focal mechanism solutions 
labelled as possible plate boundary events in the 
�G�D�W�D�E�D�V�H�����I�R�U���G�H�W�D�L�O�V���V�H�H���+�H�L�G�E�D�F�K���H�W���D�O�������������������D�U�H��
not displayed. Further detailed information on the 
WSM quality ranking scheme, guidelines for the 
various stress indicators and software for stress 
map generation and the stress pattern analysis is 
available at www.world-stress-map.org.
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The mean SHmax���R�U�L�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���D�����ƒ���J�U�L�G�����J�U�H�\���O�L�Q�H�V����
�D�U�H�� �H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�� �������� �N�P�� �V�H�D�U�F�K�� �U�D�G�L�X�V�� �D�Q�G�� �L�V��
weighted by data quality and distance to the grid point.


